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Meet the Staff at Dell City ISD
Catrina Wilson – PEIMS Clerk, Registrar

 Events Coordinator & Cheer Sponsor

continued on page 4

 Catrina Wilson joined Dell City ISD earlier this year, but, 
at her desk in the main office, she’s already found her place at the 
heart of the campus. Wilson is the school’s registrar – reponsible for 
registering new and incoming students – and she’s the clerk for “PE-
IMS” – the Public Education Information Management System. She’s 
also the school’s events coordinator and sponsor for the cheerleading 
program. In her multiple roles, Wilson is making a vital contribution 
both in administration, and in the experience of Dell City students.

 And she’s often juggling tasks throughout the day.

 “That’s when multitasking comes in,” Wilson said, “and I’m 
a good multitasker – I can be working on three projects at once. And I 
like it – I love working with the kids, and my peers here are wonder-
ful.” 

 Wilson’s work began with a steep learning curve. PEIMS is 
a system of reporting required by the Texas Education Agency – the 
district is required to submit regular reports on enrollment, atten-
dance, student demographics and more, and state funding hinges on 
those reports. 

 Early in the school year, Wilson attended a PEIMS training 
with then-school secretary Adriana Sanchez and Principal Carlos A. 
Contreras. Wilson said that the maze of requirements – and the high 
stakes for the school – initially made the reporting daunting.

 “The terminology – at first, it’s a like a foreign language,” 
Wilson said. “I didn’t think I could do it. But we broke it down step-
by-step, and we learned together. I had my first submission to TEA at 
the end of November, and we did it – we got everything in early, and 
we passed.”

Dell City School Christmas Show
A Cougar Holiday Tradition

The Dell City School hosted its annual Christmas Show Dec. 18, and 
students, school staff, families and community members came together 

to celebrate the holiday season. Santa was on hand, and there were 
performances by students of all ages – from pre-K through high school 
– and by teachers and parents. Thanks to all those who attended – and 

a big thanks to teacher Jacob Walston, who organized the program.

For More ChristMas show Photos, see Pages 6 & 7
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Dell City Library Becomes a “Casino,” 

and a Scene of Math-in-Action, at Family Math Night
 Dell City School 
students put their math skills to 
use in games of blackjack, Uno, 
Chutes & Ladders and more, 
when the school hosted Family 
Math Night Thursday, Dec. 13. 
The library was transformed into 
a “casino” for the event, and there 
were decorations evoking exotic 
and farflung destinations. It was a 
lively evening, and Principal Car-
los Contreras said he was pleased 
with the good turnout of parents 
and family members.

Catrina Wilson, Jacob Walston 
Honored for Work on School Events 
 Two Dell City ISD staffers will be honored for 
going “above and beyond” the requirements of their jobs 
in their contributions to the school community, when the 
school board holds its next monthly meeting, beginning 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17.

 Supt. Ruben Cervantes and Principal Carlos A. 
Contreras said that Catrina Wilson, the district’s regis-
trar and PEIMS clerk, and teacher Jacob Walston have 
both made outstanding contributions – beyond the scope 
of their work in the classroom and on campus – in recent 
months. In her role as the district’s events coordinator, 
Wilson has added to the experience of students and the 
school community by organizing “family nights,” food 
and coat drives, gifts exchanges among school staff, 
awards assemblies and more, Contreras said.

 And Walston was a “one-man show” when it 
came to organizing the school’s annual Christmas pro-
gram, Contreras said. 

 “That’s a big undertaking,” he said. “These are 
things that both Jacob and Catrina have done in addition 
to their regular duties, and we really appreciate it.”

 Congratulations Ms. Wilson and Mr. Walston, 
and thank you!
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Supporting Students of Migrant Families at the Dell City School 

 Migrant families are a vital part of the Dell Valley commu-
nity, and its farming economy. When it comes to education, children 
in those families can face unique challenges. As their families move 
among communities for agricultural work, and often move back and 
forth across the U.S.-Mexico border during the year, the consistency 
of children’s schooling is interrupted. And the students may have 
limited exposure to the English language. 
 Gabriela Camacho is an instructional officer with the region-
al Education Service Center’s Migrant Education Program. She works 
with nine students from migrant families at the Dell City School, 
taking a “holistic” approach to support these students – in their aca-
demics, and in their material, social and emotional welfare.

 “Academics is one component,” Camacho said, “but there 
are many different kinds of needs that our students have – it can be 
social and emotional, as well. We connect students and their families 
to other social services. And when we talk to students one-on-one, I 
get to hear their stories. At times, life makes them have to grow up a 
little bit faster. But my kids are very resilient – they’re very mature, 
and they shine through.”
 Camacho is a former teacher. She knows the demands that 
classroom teachers face – and part of her mission is to provide the 
extra, “one-on-one” support that teachers may not always be able 
to provide migrant students. She works with students on their class 
work, and in preparation for exams.

 But the reach of her program is broad. The migrant program 
provides students with backpacks, full of school supplies, at the be-
ginning of the school year, and delivers shoes and jackets in the fall. 
Extra items are shared with other students at the school.

 Sometimes students and their families need food – or finan-
cial assistance. In addition to Dell City ISD, Camacho works in Clint, 
and she said her program recently connected one migrant family there 
with support to cover an electricity bill during the cold winter months. 

 Camacho connects students with scholarship opportunities, 
and students participate in tours of universities in the summer.

 Camacho visits the Dell City School twice a month during 
the school year, and she did a week-long math workshop with 
elementary-age students in Dell City during the summer. She’s been 
working with Dell City ISD for almost two years, and that’s given her 
the opportunity to form personal bonds with her students.

 Needs vary with each student. Recently, a Dell City teacher 
noticed that one of his students was struggling to see the board in 
class – he realized the student needed glasses. He approached Cama-
cho, who in turn reached out to a Lens Crafters in El Paso. Later this 
semester, the Lens Crafters will be sending an optometrist to Dell 
City to conduct free eye exams for all students and community mem-
bers, and then will provide free eyeglasses. 
 Camacho said the job is a perfect fit for her.
 “This job feels like breathing to me – I really love doing 
what I do,” she said. “And I really relate to my kids, I connect with 
them – because I was also a migrant student.”

 Until the age of 14, most of Camacho’s schooling was in 
Juarez. An experience with a school counselor in El Paso had a trans-
formational impact on her life.

 College wasn’t “in the focus” of her family, Camacho said, 
and she said she expected that after high school she would marry and 
start a family. But the counselor reached out to her – and suggested 
she consider the possibility of a college education. The counselor 
helped her to apply at UTEP, and Camacho said that the fact that she 
attended the university was largely because of the counselor’s atten-
tion.
 Like that counselor, Camacho wants to broaden the horizons 
of the students she works with at Dell City ISD.
 “Sometimes students just need that extra push, that extra 
attention,” she said, “for someone to look at them, and say, ‘I see 
your potential – what are you going to do?’ Because that may not be 
happening at home.”
 Camacho said it’s deeply rewarding to see the progress her 
Dell City students are making.
 “I’m very proud of all of them,” she said. “I’ve seen their 
growth, academically, socially and emotionally, and I’ve seen the 
connections they’ve established. They need support, and that’s what 
we’re here for.”

Dual-Credit Courses Begin This Month
 Dell City ISD will begin offering dual-credit college courses 
to some high-school students beginning Jan. 20. A representative of 
El Paso Community College visited the Dell City campus Thursday 
(Jan. 10), and parents and family members of students in grades eight 
through 12 were invited to meet with the representative Thursday 
evening to learn more about the dual-credit program.
 In subjects including English, history, government, speech 
and the arts, dual-credit courses provide students with credits they 
need for high-school graduation – as well as credits in the “basics” 
that are transferrable to almost any college or university in the state. 
Earning these credits in high school, at no cost, enables students to 
complete a college degree more quickly – and at less expense.
 Students must demonstrate college readiness to qualify for 
dual-credit courses. Last summer, 10 Dell City students took a test 
called the Texas Success Initiative, and based on TSI scores in the 
areas of reading, writing and math, many of those students qualified 
for one or more dual-credit course. Those students can begin taking 
dual-credit courses this month, if they choose.
 In the coming spring and summer, all Dell City High 
students, and incoming freshmen, will take the TSI exam. That will 
allow students who qualify to create a “pathway” – to develop a plan 
for dual-credit courses over the course of their high-school education. 
Students can demonstrate eligibility for dual-credit not only through 
scores on the TSI, but also through scores on STAAR exams or on the 
SAT or ACT exams. 
 At least in the short term, dual-credit courses will be con-
ducted onlines. While the courses offer the opportunity for academic 
advancement, online instruction also means students are not in the 
classroom, and they miss out on the in-person engagement with their 
peers and teacher. Cervantes said the tradeoff is something for parents 
and students to consider before enrolling in dual-credit.

CoMing soon – the “Parent Corner”
Look for tips on engaging your student with 

academics, and generaL parenting tips, 
in upcoming issues of the cougar newsLetter.
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Ms. Wilson, continued from page 1

 At the end of November, Adriana 
Sanchez moved out of the school secretary 
position, to become the district’s ESL in-
structional aide. The district is now seeking a 
full-time replacement, but, in the interim, Wil-
son stepped in to assist with secretarial duties 
– answering phones and greeting parents and 
visitors, collecting attendance, overseeing 
student announcements, and assisting the 
principal in day-to-day school operations.

 Wilson said she welcomed the work 
– but also wanted to makes sure she could 
continue to serve as events coordinator and 
cheer sponsor.

 “Because with those things, every-
thing I do is for the kids,” she said. “I love 
making sure that our kids have plenty to do, 
and that we can get family involvement with 
the school and their students.”
 
 Born and raised in Lubbock, Wilson 
met her husband, Chuck, in 1993. Chuck is 
Ag teacher, FFA coordinator and coach at 
Dell City ISD. Chuck was raised in the small 
town of Plains, in a family with ranching 
roots, but Catrina said she initially felt “shell 
shock” at rural and small-town life. But the 
couple’s 25-year journey has taken them to 
rural communities around Texas, and Catrina 
said she’s become a “small-town person.”

 “We’ve got our animals – we have 
pigs, and we’ve had goats and horses,” Wil-
son said. “Living in smaller towns, living in 
the country – I love it.” 

 Chuck was just out of the Marines 
when the two met. He went into oil-field 
work, and Catrina was a stay-at-home mother. 
The Wilsons have four children – a son, two 
biological daughters, and an adopted daughter 
– and, now, three grandchildren.

 When the Wilsons’ youngest child 
reached school age, Wilson began to work as 
a substitute teacher. Chuck ultimately tired of 
the oil field, and went back to college, at Tex-
as Tech, to become an Ag science teacher. He 
found his first teaching job, four years ago, at 
the Sierra Blanca School, and Catrina became 
the school’s cafeteria manager.

 The Wilsons quickly knew they’d 
found a good match in Hudspeth County. Wil-
son said they immediately felt at home here.
 “Hudspeth County is the county to 
be in,” she said. “It’s the people here. Sure, 
it’s hotter than heck in the summer, and your 
power goes out all the time, but I don’t care – 
the people are wonderful.”

 The Wilsons left Hudspeth Coun-
ty, and Chuck found work at other school 
districts, but Hudspeth County stayed on their 
minds. Wilson said her children had “blos-
somed” in their year in Sierra Blanca, and that 
she and Chuck “noticed they weren’t doing as 
well in other districts.”

 The family moved back to Sierra 
Blanca this summer – just in time to learn 
Dell City ISD was hiring for an Ag teacher. 
The Wilsons now spend weekdays in Dell 
City, and weekends at their home in Sierra 
Blanca.

 Wilson said she’s been delighted 
by the Dell City School, and by the sense 
of community that joins staff, parents and 
students here.

 “I love this school district,” she 
said. “The teachers are all very open, and the 
administration is very, very helpful. The stu-
dents are very loving, very caring. Everybody 
gives everybody a helping hand, and that’s 
how things are able to function.”

 The Wilsons’ youngest child is a 
Dell City student. She was hospitalized re-
cently, and Wilson said the response from her 
coworkers exemplified the spirit at the school.

 “The whole time we were gone, I 
would get calls and texts two or three times a 
day, asking how she was doing,” Wilson said. 
“Most school districts aren’t like that – at 
other districts, it would be, ‘Are you coming 
back some time soon?’”

 The Wilsons’ own investment in 
the school community is evident. Recently, 
Chuck noticed that one of his students was 
squinting, struggling to read words on the 
board during class – Chuck and Catrina found 
the student a pair of glasses she could wear 
during the school day. And, with support from 
school administrators, they reached out to an 
El Paso optometrist, who has agreed to travel 
to Dell City and provide free eye exams, and 
free eyeglasses, to students and community 
members.

 “We have students that need help,” 
Wilson said, “and in finding a way to help 
them, the school is going to be able to help 
everybody.”

 It’s the kind of person a school 
needs in the main office – someone who’s 
focused not only on administrative details, 
but on the needs, and the humanity, of each 
student.

 Engaging with students’ families 
and the community is a priority at the Dell 
City School. Taking note of Wilson’s strong 
organizational skills, Contreras asked Wilson 
if she would take over planning for special 
events, events aimed at celebrating student 
achievement and strengthening the bonds 
between school and community. 

 Since then, Wilson has planned ac-
ademic awards ceremonies, the school’s Vet-
erans Day program, “family nights” focused 
on reading and math, and a parade, bonfire 
and other activities for 2018 homecoming. 
She works to keep family members informed 
about school events, and designs and distrib-
utes flyers for special activities.

 Wilson’s role as sponsor for the 
cheerleading program started with a request 
from students. In the fall, a group of high-
school students formed a committee to try to 
launch a cheerleading program at the school. 
They found other students, both in junior-high 
and high school, who were interested in par-
ticipating. They met with Principal Contreras 
to discuss their plan, and they reached out to 
Wilson to be their staff sponsor.

 Cheerleading was new to Wilson, 
but she and her students watched YouTube 
videos, found things they liked and created 
their own cheers. They began cheering at 
football games in the fall, and will be on hand 
to stoke school spirit at basketball games this 
winter. 

 “In January, we’ll have cheerleaders 
for all games,” Wilson said. “The junior-high 
girls will cheer for the varsity girls, all the 
cheerleaders will cheer for boys’ varsity, and 
the high-school cheerleaders will cheer for the 
junior-high team. 

 “Being in a small school, it’s a little 
different,” she said. “We have to share. All 
our cheerleaders, of course, are in whatever 
sport is going on, so we have to maneuver our 
practices around that.”

 The “no-pass, no-play” policy 
applies to cheerleading, and Wilson said it’s 
important to her that cheerleading not inter-
fere with students’ academics, or with their 
athletic commitments.

 “They’re not allowed to cheer or be 
on my sidelines at all if they’re not passing,” 
Wilson said. “Grades are number one – you’re 
not going to get anywhere in life without 
that.”
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“La Posada” at the Dell City School 

 The Dell City School’s Winter Break began at 
noon Dec. 20, and the half-day was a festive end to the 
fall semester – as the school community came together 
for gifts, holiday treats and the Christmas tradition of 
“La Posada.”
 El Paso’s Abundant Living Faith Center sent 
gifts for Dell City students of all ages, and Berenice 
Mora, the school’s pre-K teacher, organized the Posada. 
Posadas are traditional Christmas celebrations in Mex-
ico and the borderlands, with Christmas stories – and 
piñatas. Mora purchased three piñatas, including one 
with the traditional Posada seven-point star. Students 
from pre-K through high school took their swings.
 “We had a blast,” Mora said. “We turned on 
the music, everybody was outside, and everybody got to 
hit the piñata. I’m so happy the kids were so happy.”
 Mora put together candy bags for students. 
There was hot chocolate, and parents helped out by 
bringing snacks. Mora said the event couldn’t have 
happened without support from families – and from 
her school colleagues, especially Susie Estrada, Debbie 
Guillen and Adriana Sanchez.
 Mora also reached out to sponsors, who pur-
chased and delivered more gifts for Dell City students. 
The sponsors included Rodarte’s Tire Shop in Socorro, 
the Socorro Veterans Association, nurses from El Paso’s 
Del Sol Medical Center and agents from the Border 
Patrol.
 Thanks to the sponsors, school staff and espe-
cially Ms. Mora, for organizing this festive beginning to 
the holiday break!

Kolby Mansell volunteered to serve as 
Santa the last day of the fall semester.

photographs by Ruben Cervantes

DC Ambassadors to Launch 
Cougar Facebook Page 

 Members of the DC Ambassadors met in December with 
Dell City School Principal Carlos Contreras and Supt. Ruben Cervant-
es, to discuss plans to launch a Facebook page for the school. The Am-
bassadors are a student advisory committee, and their aim is to serve 
both as a bridge between students and school administrators, and a 
bridge between the school and the community. The group is composed 
of two students from each grade eight through 12, and the members 
were chosen by faculty. The Ambassadors have decided to take the 
lead in expanding the school’s social-media presence, beginning with 
a Facebook page.

There’s a New way To 
supporT Dell CiTy sTuDeNTs!

Dell City School Parents have 
partnered with Price’s Creameries

in El Paso in the 
“Give ’Em Five” Program

Students, Families and Community Members are 
Invited to Collect Caps & Lids from Price’s Products,

including Milk, Chocolate Milk, Juice & Ice Cream, 
& for Every Cap, the Dell City School Receives 5 Cents.

Look for the 
“Give ’Em Five” 

Logo

Caps & liDs CaN Be seNT 
To sChool wiTh sTuDeNTs

or DelivereD To The 
Dell CiTy MerCaNTile

FuNDs will Be useD For sTuDeNT

iNCeNTives & oTher sChool aCTiviTies.
The Dell CiTy sChool will Be 

eligiBle For graNTs FroM priCe’s.

Find Price’s Products at Bryant’s Markets 
& Many other Locations in eL Paso

For more information, contact Jessica Hanshaw, at (915) 345-2123
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Dell City Elementary, Pre-K 

Students Return from Holidays 
“On-Point” and Ready to Learn

 The Christmas break came to end, and 
classes were back in session Tuesday (Jan. 8) at 
the Dell City School. Elementary and early-ed 
teachers in particular said how impressed they 
were that their students were “on-point” and 
ready for the classroom after more than two 
weeks away. 

 The teachers thanked parents and 
family members for preparing their children for 
the new semester, and for working with them on 
their studies during the holiday break. 

 “They were wonderful,” Tesha 
Czubinski said of her second- and third-grade 
students on the first day back. “I was thinking 
we’d come back tired and a little slow-moving, 
but they were fresh and ready to go. And they 
energize us.” 

 It was a busy week in the elementary, 
as second- through fifth-graders prepared for 
Friday UIL competitions in Van Horn. Academic 
intensity increases in the spring semester, as the 
academic year moves toward state-mandated 
testing. “This part of the year flies by before you 
know it,” Czubinski said, and there is little time 
to spare. She said it was exciting that students 
came back eager to learn.

 Berenice Mora, the school’s pre-K 
teacher, said her kids were “amazing” on their 
first day back in school – “mellow and ready to 
work.” And while young students often have to 
be reminded of the school routines and structures 
after a long break, Nataneal Rodriguez, fourth- 
and fifth-grade teacher, and Erika Gamez, kinder 
and first-grade teacher, said their students had 
little trouble settling back in.

 “I reviewed classroom rules, to bring 
them back into the school mindset,” Gamez said. 
“But they were on-point, being respectful and 
kind to one another, doing everything they need-
ed to do. We were working at lightning speed – it 
was a very productive day.”

 Gamez’ students had an assessment to 
take immediately upon their return, and Gamez 
said the students were “so up for the challenge.”

 “They were ready to conquer that test,” 
she said. “Before vacation, they were running on 
fumes – now they’re charged and ready to go.”

 Thank you, Dell City School parents 
and family members, for helping your students 
prepare for the spring semester! 

Dell City School Christmas Show 2018



District Staff Volunteer 
for “School Guardian” 

Program
 At their meeting on Dec. 19, Dell City 
ISD school board received an update on the 
“school guardian” program, in which several 
school staffers will be trained and armed, as a 
safeguard against a possible school shooting.

 In comments to the school board, Supt. 
Ruben Cervantes and Principal Carlos A. Con-
treras said that 10 school employees – almost 
half the staff – had volunteered to be trained 
as guardians. Cervantes and Contreras, along 
with DPS Trooper Mike Schulze and Hudspeth 
Sheriff’s Deputy Nick Hanshaw, interviewed the 
10 individuals, and administrators said four had 
been selected, and will now receive psychologi-
cal evaluations. 

 Those selected for the program will re-
ceive a minimun of 40 hours of training. Sheriff 
Arvin West has offerred to provide the training 
to district staff free of charge. Under the plan, 
the identities of the guardians will be known 
only to administrators. 

 Also at the Dec. 19 meeting, board 
members authorized Cervantes to obtain a debit 
card for use by the district. Previous administra-
tors have tried to obtain a debit card through the 
district’s account at the Sierra Blanca Bank in 
the past, but the bank manager said it was pro-
hibited by law – the law has apparently changed. 
At present, when district staff travel for trainings 
or other school business, they acquire Visa “gift 
cards” in advance – it’s an unwieldy process, 
and gift cards can’t be used for renting cards, 
and district staff often have to use their own 
funds and seek reimbursement later. A district 
debit card will simplify the process. 

Star Gallagher Steps Down 
from School Board

 Dell City ISD school board members 
learned at their Dec. 19, 2018 meeting that Star 
Gallagher has stepped down from the board. 
Gallagher submitted her resignation in a letter 
to board members and Supt. Ruben Cervantes, 
saying that she was “grateful for the opportunity 
to serve” and offering her “best wishes for the 
[board’s] continued success.” Gallagher was 
initially appointed to the board, to fill a vacancy, 
in May 2018. Board members can now opt to 
appoint another individual to fill her space, or 
wait for voters to select a replacement at the 
next school board election, in the spring.

photograph by Catrina Wilson
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Elementary, 
Middle-School 

Students Head to UIL 
Meet Friday (Jan. 11)
 Dell City elementary 
and middle-school students hit the 
ground running as they returned 
from holiday break this week – 
and were fired up for academic 
UIL competitions in Van Horn 
Friday (Jan. 11). 

 Students in grades two 
through eight will travel to Van 
Horn, with six teacher chaperones, 
and compete in events ranging 
from storytelling and spelling to 
math and social studies. Tesha 
Czubinski, second- and third-
grade teacher, said a number of 
her students had practiced and 
studied for the UIL events during 
the break.

 “They came in asking 
about it,” Czubinski said. “We got 
to work on it – and they’re very 
excited.”

 Czubinski said students 
who are veterans of UIL help 
students who are new to the expe-
rience, and experienced teachers 
have also helped their first-year 
colleagues prepare. Second- and 
third-graders have three events in 
which they can compete – writing, 
storytelling and spelling – while 
older students have more events 
to choose from, like math, social 
studies and science.

 The competition is an 
opportunity for students both to 
share their skills and what they 
know, and to meet new kids, and 
mingle with peers from other 
parts of the region, teachers said. 
Czubinski said Dell City students 
are “very well-adjusted when it 
comes to sharing, and to going 
new to places and doing new 
things.” High-school students will 
have their academic UIL competi-
tion later this semester.
 
 Good luck at UIL, Cou-
gar students, and enjoy the chance 
to shine!
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With Sheriff’s Office Helpers, 

Santa, Mrs. Claus Visit Dell City School
 Santa and Mrs. Claus made their annual visit to the Dell City School Tuesday, Dec. 18, and with 
Hudspeth County Sheriff’s Office staff assisting as elves, shared gifts with Dell City elementary students 
and other young Dell Citians. A few lucky Cougar students received bicycles from Santa.


